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             May 12, 2005
Dear Governor ​​​​​​          ,




        

I am writing to you on behalf of the PKU and Allied Disorders community in Illinois.  I am the president of the PKU Organization of Illinois.  We are a not-for-profit organization dedicated to supporting individuals and families coping with inborn metabolic errors.   These metabolic disorders are almost always, and almost exclusively, detected through the Illinois Department of Public Health Newborn Metabolic Screening Program.  Without detection at birth, many of these inborn metabolic errors cause permanent brain damage as well as physical infirmity, some can be fatal if left undetected and untreated.

We are very concerned that you may be planning to withdraw existing funds from the Metabolic Screening and Treatment Fund in an effort to balance the state budget.  Well we do appreciate the pressures on you to produce a balanced budget as well as your responsibility to maintain the fiscal health of the state; we believe that this fund should be protected from such action.  Therefore, we ask that you please reconsider any plans that you may have to withdraw funding from the new born screening effort in Illinois.
I can be contacted through the Organization, or personally at

Home address
City, IL 60----
(000) 000-0000
I have also included a copy of our pamphlet, Understanding PKU, for your review.

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration in this matter.

Best regards,

Your name
